Board 1  AQJ10
North Deals v A
No-one Vul ¢ AKJ87
& 1032
o K65 N 4 84
vQ765 W E v 10982
¢ 42 S ¢ 9653
&J874 & AKQ
1 4 9732
6 9 vKJ43
6 ¢+ Q10
& 965
West North East South
1e Pass lv
Pass 26 Pass 4 4
All pass
4 & by North
Lead: # A

South responds 1 v, the lower of two four-card
suits. North can jump to 2 ¢ showing 19 points. A
jump rebid in a new suit is forcing to game. With
minimum hand and good support, South bids 4 &
(game).

Defenders start by cashing three rounds of clubs
and declarer needs to make the next 10 tricks.
Declarer must use the two diamond entries to twice
finesse the king of trumps.

The play theme on these hands: Finessing for a
King.
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Board 2 o J765
East Deals v K108
N-S Vul ¢ A82
«QJ10
& AK N 4 Q4
v 9432 W E v AQJ7
¢ Ql064 s ¢ J3
& 654 & AK832
" 4 109832
¥y65
Y ek97s
97
West North East South
1% Pass
1¢ Pass lv Pass
3v Pass 4 All pass
4 v by East
Lead: & 10

East has 17 points and can bid 1 ¥ but is not
strong enough to jump rebid 2 v, as this would
show 19 points and be game forcing. In response,
to East's 1 v rebid, West should bid 3 v; West can
add an extra point for the doubleton, as a heart fit
has been established. East will accept the game
invitation.

Declarer must use the two spade entries to take
twice finesse the king of trumps.
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Board 3 o A432
South Deals vJ5
E-W Vul ¢ 875
& A754
4 J986 N o K1075
vy Q97 W E v 104
¢ 942 S ¢ K106 3
& KQJ #1086
¢ Q
996 vy AK8632
16 ¢ AQJ
& 932
West North East South
lv
Pass 1e Pass 3y
Pass 4 All pass
4 v by South
Lead: # K

With 16 points and a six card heart suit, South
should make a jump rebid to 3 v. North recognises
an eight-card heatrt fit and sufficient points for game.

As there are only two entries to dummy, declarer
must take two immediate finesse in diamonds
before drawing trumps.
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Board 4 o AK108
West Deals vy K82
Both Vul ¢ 86
& 9754
4 Q532 N s J4
v 10654 W E vAQJ3
¢+ QJ4 S ¢ AK532
& K10 Q2
” 4976
vy97
Y e 1097
& AJB863
West North East South
Pass Pass 1¢ Pass
lv Pass 3v Pass
4% All pass
4 v by West
Lead: ¢ A

East's jump raise of West's 1 ¥ response shows 16
-18 points.

The declarer will lose two spade tricks and one club
trick and must make the next 10 tricks. Declarer
needs to take the trumps finesse twice to make the
contract.
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Board 5 & 109
North Deals v AK843
N-S Vul ¢+ J6
& AKQ4
& K7 N 4 865
vJ6 W E vy Q1075
¢ AK532 S ¢ 108714
& J1098 & 32
4« AQJ432
17 v92
12 2
9 ¢+ Q9
& 765
West North East South
lv Pass 1e
Pass 28 Pass 24
Pass 44 All pass
4 4 by South
Lead: ¢ A

North rebids a simple 2%, as 3# would be game
forcing promising 19 points. South repeat bids
spades to show a weak hand and a six card suit.
Now knowing there is a fit in spades, North can bid
game.

Despite losing the first two diamond tricks and a
trump finesse, the declarer can win the next 10
tricks to make the contract.
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Board 6 o K1097
East Deals vQl0982
E-W Vul ¢ 84
® KJ
4 A6532 N &4
v 43 W E v AK765
¢ K5 S ¢ A732
10764 & AQ2
4 QJ8
7917 vJ
7 ¢+ QJ1096
#9853
West North East South
lv Pass
1e Pass 24 Pass
2v Pass 2NT All pass
2 NT by East
Lead: ¢ Q

East bid 2 ¢ as they do not have 19 points to jump
rebid 3¢, which would be game forcing. West
gives preference to East's first bid suit. The bid
shows a weak hand with 6-9 points The preference
bid does not promise three cards support. East is
interested in game with 17 points, and bids 2NT
showing a stopper in clubs. With a minimum hand,
West passes.

Declarer after winning the opening lead in the West
hand, should immediately take the club. North has
to play the # J and the # Q wins, declarer can make
three club tricks.

Copyright. 2026 English Bridge Education and
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[Event "Opener's rebid with strong hands"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:AQJT.A.AKJ87.T32 84.T982.9653.AKQ 9732.KJ43.QT.965 K65.Q765.42.J874"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



South responds 1\H, the lower of two four-card suits.  North can jump to 2\S

showing 19 points. A jump rebid in a new suit is forcing to game. With minimum

hand and good support, South bids 4\S (game).



Defenders start by cashing three rounds of clubs and declarer needs to make the

next 10 tricks. Declarer must use the two diamond entries to twice finesse the

king of trumps. 



<b>The play theme on these hands:</b> Finessing for a King.
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Revised 25-8-26}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Hidden ""]

[Auction "N"]

1D Pass 1H Pass

2S Pass 4S AP

[Play "E"]

CA



[Event "Opener's rebid with strong hands"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:Q4.AQJ7.J3.AK832 T9832.65.K975.97 AK.9432.QT64.654 J765.KT8.A82.QJT"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{



East has 17 points and can bid 1\H  but is not strong enough to jump rebid 2\H,

as this would show 19 points and be game forcing. In response, to East's 1\H

rebid, West should bid 3\H; West can add an extra point for the doubleton, as a

heart fit has been established. East will accept the game invitation.



Declarer must use the two spade entries to take twice finesse the king of

trumps. 
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1C Pass 1D Pass

1H Pass 3H Pass

4H AP

[Play "S"]

ST



[Event "Opener's rebid with strong hands"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:Q.AK8632.AQJ.932 J986.Q97.942.KQJ A432.J5.875.A754 KT75.T4.KT63.T86"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{



With 16 points and a six card heart suit, South should make a jump rebid to

3\H.  North recognises an eight-card heart fit and sufficient points for game.



As there are only two entries to dummy, declarer must take two immediate

finesse in diamonds before drawing trumps.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

1H Pass 1S Pass

3H Pass 4H AP

[Play "W"]

CK



[Event "Opener's rebid with strong hands"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:Q532.T654.QJ4.KT AKT8.K82.86.9754 J4.AQJ3.AK532.Q2 976.97.T97.AJ863"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{



East's jump raise of West's 1\H response shows 16 -18 points. 



The declarer will lose two spade tricks and one club trick and must make the

next 10 tricks. Declarer needs to take the trumps finesse twice to make the

contract.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

Pass Pass 1D Pass

1H Pass 3H Pass

4H AP

[Play "N"]

SA



[Event "Opener's rebid with strong hands"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:T9.AK843.J6.AKQ4 865.QT75.T874.32 AQJ432.92.Q9.765 K7.J6.AK532.JT98"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



North rebids a simple 2\C, as 3\C would be game forcing promising 19 points.

South repeat bids spades to show a weak hand and a six card suit. Now knowing

there is a fit in spades, North can bid game.



Despite losing the first two diamond tricks and a trump finesse, the declarer

can win the next 10 tricks to make the contract. 
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1H Pass 1S Pass

2C Pass 2S Pass

4S AP

[Play "W"]

DA



[Event "Opener's rebid with strong hands"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:4.AK765.A732.AQ2 QJ8.J.QJT96.9853 A6532.43.K5.T764 KT97.QT982.84.KJ"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "2NT"]

[Result ""]

{



East bid 2\D as they do not have 19 points to jump rebid 3\D, which would be

game forcing.  West gives preference to East's first bid suit. The bid shows  a

weak hand with 6-9 points The preference bid does not promise three cards

support. East is interested in game with 17 points, and bids 2NT showing a

stopper in clubs. With a minimum hand, West passes.



Declarer after winning the opening lead in the West hand, should immediately

take the club. North has to play the \CJ and the \CQ wins, declarer can make 

three club tricks.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1H Pass 1S Pass

2D Pass 2H Pass

2NT AP

[Play "S"]

DQ

�

