
Responding to 1 NT openings - Transfers
Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ J 5 4
♥ A 3 2
♦ 9 8 5 4 3 2
♣ 3

♠ A 10 7 6 2
♥ K J 7
♦ Q 10
♣ K J 5

♠ K Q
♥ Q 10 9 8 4
♦ K J
♣ 9 7 6 2

♠ 9 8 3
♥ 6 5
♦ A 7 6
♣ A Q 10 8 4

5
14 11

10

N

W E

S

West North East South
Pass Pass Pass

1 NT Pass 2 ♦ Pass
2 ♥ Pass 2 NT Pass
4 ♥ All pass
4 ♥ by West
Lead: ♣ 3

Following West's 1 NT opening bid, East transfers 
to hearts by bidding diamonds, the suit below 
hearts. West automatically completes the transfer 
by bidding 2 ♥. With a five-card heart suit and an 
invitational hand, East now bids 2 NT. West is 
maximum and knows there is an eight-card heart 
fit, so bids 4 ♥.

North leads the singleton club. South can work 
that the lead is a singleton, as with three to an 
honour, West would have a singleton. The four of 
clubs (a low card) is returned so that North knows 
to return the lower ranking suit, diamonds, to 
achieve a second ruff. This use of cards to 
request a given suit be led is known as a Suit 
Preference Signal. On this defence, the contract 
goes down two.`

Play theme: Beating contracts by taking ruffs. 
Suit preference signals when giving ruffs.
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Responding to 1 NT openings - Transfers
Board 2
East Deals
N-S Vul

♠ 5 4 3 2
♥ A
♦ 10 4 2
♣ A Q 7 4 3

♠ Q J 10
♥ Q J 10 8 4
♦ A Q J 6
♣ 5

♠ A K 8
♥ K 3 2
♦ K 9 8 7 5
♣ 10 6

♠ 9 7 6
♥ 9 7 6 5
♦ 3
♣ K J 9 8 2

10
13 13

4

N

W E

S

West North East South
1 NT Pass

2 ♦ Pass 2 ♥ Pass
3 ♦ Pass 3 ♥ Pass
4 ♥ All pass
4 ♥ by East
Lead: ♦ 3

When East bids 1 NT, West instructs a transfer to 
hearts and, when partner obliges, shows the four-
card diamond suit next.  Bidding a second suit at 
the three level after a transfer is a natural and 
game forcing bid. East bids three hearts with a fit 
in both red suits. West bids game.

South leads the singleton diamond. On getting in 
with the ♥ A, North plays a low diamond so that, 
after ruffing, South knows to underlead the ♣ A, 
the lower ranking suit, to score a second ruff.
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Responding to 1 NT openings - Transfers
Board 3
South Deals
E-W Vul

♠ Q 9 8
♥ Q J 9 8 7 6
♦ K 8
♣ K 8

♠ A K 4 2
♥ 4 3
♦ J 7 3
♣ J 10 3 2

♠ 6 3
♥ 10 5
♦ A 6 5 4 2
♣ A 9 6 5

♠ J 10 7 5
♥ A K 2
♦ Q 10 9
♣ Q 7 4

11
9 8
12

N

W E

S

West North East South
1 NT

Pass 2 ♦ Pass 2 ♥
Pass 3 ♥ All pass
3 ♥ by South
Lead: ♠ A

After South opens 1 NT, North wants to show a 
six-card heart suit and invitational values. This 
can be done by transferring to hearts first and 
then hearts at the three level. Bidding hearts after 
partner has completed the transter shows a six-
card suit or more. When South passes the 3 ♥ 
bid, North knows South is minimum for their 
original 1 NT bid.

West leads the ♠ A. East encourages with the 
♠ 6. West continues with the ♠ K and another 
spade to give partner a ruff and defeat the 
contract.
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Responding to 1 NT openings - Transfers
Board 4
West Deals
Both Vul

♠ K 10
♥ Q J 8 4
♦ A Q 9 8
♣ 8 7 6

♠ Q 2
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ 10 7 6 2
♣ J 5 3

♠ J 6 5 4
♥ 7 6
♦ J 4
♣ K Q 10 4 2

♠ A 9 8 7 3
♥ K 3 2
♦ K 5 3
♣ A 9

12
7 7
14

N

W E

S

West North East South
Pass 1 NT Pass 2 ♥
Pass 2 ♠ Pass 3 NT
All pass
3 NT by North
Lead: ♣ K

South instructs North to transfer to spades, and 
once North complies, rebids 3 NT.  This shows a 
five-card spade suit and enough points for game. 
North can now choose to play in either no trumps 
or spades.  With only two spades, North prefers 
the no trump game.

East leads the ♣ K. West should unblock the ♣ J 
as a king lead against a NT contract should have 
at least KQ10 heading the suit. Declarer should 
duck the first club in case the suit breaks 6-2. 
However, the contract can be beaten as the 
defence will score four club tricks as well as the 
♥ A.
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Responding to 1 NT openings - Transfers
Board 5
North Deals
N-S Vul

♠ A 10 8
♥ J 9 6 4 2
♦ K 10 9
♣ A 5

♠ K 9
♥ 5
♦ 8 7 4 3
♣ J 10 9 4 3 2

♠ 7 6
♥ A K 8 3
♦ A 6 5 2
♣ 8 7 6

♠ Q J 5 4 3 2
♥ Q 10 7
♦ Q J
♣ K Q

12
4 11
13

N

W E

S

West North East South
1 NT Pass 2 ♥

Pass 2 ♠ Pass 4 ♠
All pass
4 ♠ by North
Lead: ♥ A

With a six-card spade suit, South bids 2 ♥ as a 
transfer to spades, and then, knowing there are 
game values, bids to 4 ♠.

East leads the ♥ A followed by the ♥ K. On the 
third round of the suit, the ♥ 8 is played to ask 
West to return a diamond. The defence can score 
a second ruff with the trump king to take the 
contract two down.
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Responding to 1 NT openings - Transfers
Board 6
East Deals
E-W Vul

♠ K 9
♥ 9
♦ K J 6 3 2
♣ 10 8 5 3 2

♠ 10 8 5
♥ K J 3 2
♦ Q 5 4
♣ A Q J

♠ A 6 4 3 2
♥ Q 10 8
♦ 10 9 7
♣ K 4

♠ Q J 7
♥ A 7 6 5 4
♦ A 8
♣ 9 7 6

7
13 9

11

N

W E

S

West North East South
Pass Pass

1 NT Pass 2 ♥ Pass
2 ♠ All pass
2 ♠ by West
Lead: ♥ 9

With a weak hand and a five-card spade suit, 
East bids 2 ♥, and when West completes the 
transfer, East passes.

North leads ♥ 9. South wins and gives partner a 
ruff with the ♥ 7. This is a high card, asking for 
the higher ranking suit to be returned. North 
returns a diamond and receives a second ruff. 
With the ♦ K and two trumps to come, the 
contract will go two down.

Copyright. 2026 English Bridge Education and 
Development. All rights reserved



% PBN 2.1

% EXPORT

%Content-type: text/x-pbn; charset=ISO-8859-1

%Creator: BridgeComposer Version 5.116

%Created: Mon Jun  1 11:58:16 2026 +0100

%BCOptions Center STBorder STShade ShowHCP ZarEval

%BidAndCardSpacing Thin

%BoardsPerPage 2

%CardTableColors #ffffff,#000000,#000000

%DDAFormat 0

%DefaultPagination 0

%Font:CardTable "Arial",11,400,0

%Font:Commentary "Arial",12,400,0

%Font:Diagram "Arial",12,400,0

%Font:Event "Arial",12,700,0

%Font:FixedPitch "Courier New",10,400,0

%Font:HandRecord "Arial",11,400,0

%GutterSize 500,500

%HRTitleDate 0

%HRTitleEvent "Major Suit Transfers"

%HRTitleSetID "BC-2015-1039-0016"

%HRTitleSetIDPrefix "BC"

%HRTitleSite ""

%HtmlClubs entity,"http://bridgecomposer.com/suitimg/c.gif"

%HtmlDiamonds entity,"http://bridgecomposer.com/suitimg/d.gif"

%HtmlHearts entity,"http://bridgecomposer.com/suitimg/h.gif"

%HtmlNavBar 0.75,#cfe2f3

%HtmlSpades entity,"http://bridgecomposer.com/suitimg/s.gif"

%Margins 300,300,300,300

%PaperSize 1,2159,2794,2

%ParaIndent 0

%PipColors #000000,#ff0000,#ff0000,#000000

%PipFont "Symbol","Symbol",2,0xAA,0xA9,0xA8,0xA7

%ScoreTableColors #e6e6e6,#000000

%SectionSpacing 0,0,0

%SelectedBoard 3

%ShowBoardLabels 2

%ShowCardTable 2

%TSTCustomSortOrder Default

%TSTReport List

%TSTReportOrder ByNumber

%TSTReportShade Yes

[Event "Responding to 1NT openings - Transfers"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:J54.A32.985432.3 KQ.QT984.KJ.9762 983.65.A76.AQT84 AT762.KJ7.QT.KJ5"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{



Following West's 1NT opening bid, East transfers to hearts by bidding diamonds,

the suit below hearts. West automatically completes the transfer by bidding

2\H. With a five-card heart suit and an invitational hand, East now bids 2NT.

West is maximum and knows there is an eight-card heart fit, so bids 4\H.



North leads the singleton club. South can work that the lead is a singleton, as

with three to an honour, West would have a singleton. The four of clubs (a low

card) is returned so that North knows to return the lower ranking suit,

diamonds, to achieve a second ruff. This use of cards to request a given suit

be led is known as a Suit Preference Signal. On this defence, the contract goes

down two.`



<b>Play theme</b>: Beating contracts by taking ruffs. Suit preference signals

when giving ruffs.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

Pass Pass Pass 1NT

Pass 2D Pass 2H

Pass 2NT Pass 4H

AP

[Play "N"]

C3



[Event "Responding to 1NT openings - Transfers"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:AK8.K32.K9875.T6 976.9765.3.KJ982 QJT.QJT84.AQJ6.5 5432.A.T42.AQ743"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{



When East bids 1NT, West instructs a transfer to hearts and, when partner

obliges, shows the four-card diamond suit next.  Bidding a second suit at the

three level after a transfer is a natural and game forcing bid. East bids three

hearts with a fit in both red suits. West bids game.



South leads the singleton diamond. On getting in with the \HA, North plays a

low diamond so that, after ruffing, South knows to underlead the \CA, the lower

ranking suit, to score a second ruff.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1NT Pass 2D Pass

2H Pass 3D Pass

3H Pass 4H AP

[Play "S"]

D3



[Event "Responding to 1NT openings - Transfers"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:JT75.AK2.QT9.Q74 AK42.43.J73.JT32 Q98.QJ9876.K8.K8 63.T5.A6542.A965"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "3H"]

[Result ""]

{



After South opens 1NT, North wants to show a six-card heart suit and

invitational values. This can be done by transferring to hearts first and then

hearts at the three level. Bidding hearts after partner has completed the

transter shows a six-card suit or more. When South passes the 3\H bid, North

knows South is minimum for their original 1NT bid.



West leads the \SA. East encourages with the \S6. West continues with the \SK

and another spade to give partner a ruff and defeat the contract.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

1NT Pass 2D Pass

2H Pass 3H AP

[Play "W"]

SA



[Event "Responding to 1NT openings - Transfers"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:Q2.AT95.T762.J53 KT.QJ84.AQ98.876 J654.76.J4.KQT42 A9873.K32.K53.A9"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{



South instructs North to transfer to spades, and once North complies, rebids

3NT.  This shows a five-card spade suit and enough points for game. North can

now choose to play in either no trumps or spades.  With only two spades, North

prefers the no trump game.



East leads the \CK. West should unblock the \CJ as a king lead against a NT

contract should have at least KQ10 heading the suit. Declarer should duck the

first club in case the suit breaks 6-2. However, the contract can be beaten as

the defence will score four club tricks as well as the \HA.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

Pass 1NT Pass 2H

Pass 2S Pass 3NT

AP

[Play "E"]

CK



[Event "Responding to 1NT openings - Transfers"]

[Site ""]

[Date "2021.03.05"]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:AT8.J9642.KT9.A5 76.AK83.A652.876 QJ5432.QT7.QJ.KQ K9.5.8743.JT9432"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



With a six-card spade suit, South bids 2\H as a transfer to spades, and then,

knowing there are game values, bids to 4\S.



East leads the \HA followed by the \HK. On the third round of the suit, the \H8

is played to ask West to return a diamond. The defence can score a second ruff

with the trump king to take the contract two down.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1NT Pass 2H Pass

2S Pass 4S AP

[Play "E"]

HA



[Event "Responding to 1NT openings - Transfers"]

[Site ""]

[Date "2021.03.05"]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:A6432.QT8.T97.K4 QJ7.A7654.A8.976 T85.KJ32.Q54.AQJ K9.9.KJ632.T8532"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "2S"]

[Result ""]

{



With a weak hand and a five-card spade suit, East bids 2\H, and when West

completes the transfer, East passes.



North leads \H9. South wins and gives partner a ruff with the \H7. This is a

high card, asking for the higher ranking suit to be returned. North returns a

diamond and receives a second ruff. With the \DK and two trumps to come, the

contract will go two down.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

Pass Pass 1NT Pass

2H Pass 2S AP

[Play "N"]

H9

�

