Stayman

Board 1 o AJ10
North Deals ¥ A42
None Vul ¢ 7653
» K42
o K65 N « Q73
vJ9 W E vy Q1086
¢ QJ42 s ¢ K10
& 8753 «#QJ109
" 4 9842
210 v K753
11 ¢ A98
& A6
West North East South
INT Pass 2%
Pass 24¢ Pass 2NT
All pass
2 NT by North
Lead: # Q

North opens 1 NT, showing 12-14 HCP
and a balanced Hand. South has at
least 11 points and at least one four-
card major. South bids 2 #, Stayman,
asking whether North has a four-card
major. North's 2 ¢ denies one. South
bids 2 NT inviting to game, and North,
with a minimum, passes.

Declarer wins the trick in dummy and
immediately plays on spades. Declarer
is hoping that at least one of the spade
honours will be with West. There is a
75% chance that this will be so. As it
happens, the suit breaks 3-3 which will
enable eight trick to be made.

The play theme: double finesses
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Stayman
Board 2  QJ10
EastDeals v Q7
N-S Vul ¢ 8752
& Q984
& K43 N 4976
v AJ65 W E v 10984
¢+ KQJ s ¢ A1094
& 752 & AK
, 4 A852
vy K32
14811 ¢ 63
& J1063
West North East South
Pass Pass
INT Pass 2% Pass
2v Pass 3v Pass
4% All pass
4 v by West
Lead: ¢ Q

With invitational values (11 or 12 points)
and a four-card major, East uses
Stayman. West bids 2 v, and raises to
game after East invites.

On the 4 Q lead, declarer has two
spade losers, so must only lose one
heart. This can be achieved by crossing
to dummy and taking the double finesse
in trumps, hoping the South has at least
one of the heart honours.
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Stayman

Board 3 4 A1098
SouthDeals v AJ2
E-W vul ¢ A954
&53
& K4 N 4 Q53
v87654 W £ v 10
¢+ KQJ s ¢ 876
&J87 Q109642
12 o J762
10 4 vy KQ93
13 ¢ 1032
& AK
West North East South
INT
Pass 2% Pass 29
Pass 3NT Pass 44
All pass
4 & by South
Lead: ¢ K

With both four-card majors, South
shows the heart suit, which promises
four cards in that suit but does not deny
four spades. North has the values for
game and can bid 3 NT. South trusts
that partner bid Stayman on a four-card
major, and since hearts were not
supported, it must be spades.

West leads the # K. South must avoid
losing two spades by taking the double
finesse in trumps.
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Stayman
Board 4 4 Q543
WestDeals ¥ 65
Both Vul ¢ K108
& AQ102
& J9 N 4 A1082
v AKJ?2 w  EIN Q73
¢ 6532 s ¢ AJ4
& 765 *J43
" o K76
9 12 v 10984
8 ¢ Q97
& K98
West North East South
Pass Pass INT Pass
Pass Pass
1 NT by East
Lead: ¥ 10

With only nine points, West should not
use Stayman, as with only one four-card
major, West would need at least 11
points. There are some weak hands on
which Stayman can be bid but they are
not covered in this set of hands.

On the lead of the ¥ 10, West should
win in dummy and play the ¢ J. As
North has at least one spade honour,
declarer will make two spades, four
hearts and a diamond.
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Stayman

Board 5 &« AQJ3
North Deals ¥ AQ3
N-S Vul ¢ 43
& J952
4542 N 4 86
v6542 W E vJ107
¢ A9865 s ¢ QJ102
&7 #KQ63
” o K1097
49 vy K98
13 ¢ K7
& A1084
West North East South
INT Pass 2%
Pass 24 Pass 44
All pass
4 & by North
Lead: ¢ Q

With at least 11 points and a four-card
major, South uses Stayman. North bids
2 showing four of the suit but denying
four hearts. South can bid game.

The first two diamond tricks are lost.
After drawing trumps, declarer takes the
double club finesse to avoid losing two
tricks in the suit. It is making asa long as
one club honour is right. This time, both
the honours are sitting under the ace.

Copyright. 2026 English Bridge
Education and Development. All rights
reserved

Stayman
Board 6 & 84
EastDeals ¥ 76

E-W Vul ¢ J954
Q8643
« J107 N & AKQ5
v A1032 W E vJ985
¢ AQ2 s ¢ K63
1095 & J7
. 4 9632
vKQ4
MM s 1087
& AK?2
West North East South
INT Pass
24 Pass 2v Pass
3v Pass 4 All pass
4 v by East
Lead: # A

With at least 11 points and a four-card
major, West uses Stayman. East bids
2 v to show a four-card suit. This does
not deny four spades. West invites
game and East accepts.

Declarer loses two clubs, and must take
the double trump finesse to avoid losing
two hearts.
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[Event "<b>Stayman</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:AJT.A42.7653.K42 Q73.QT86.KT.QJT9 9842.K753.A98.A6 K65.J9.QJ42.8753"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "2NT"]

[Result ""]

{North opens 1NT, showing 12-14 HCP and a balanced Hand. South has at least 11

points and at least one four-card major. South bids 2\C, Stayman, asking

whether North has a four-card major. North's 2\D denies one. South bids 2NT

inviting to game, and North, with a minimum, passes.





Declarer wins the trick in dummy and immediately plays on spades. Declarer is

hoping that at least one of the spade honours will be with West. There is a 75%

chance that this will be so. As it happens, the suit breaks 3-3 which will

enable eight trick to be made.



<b>The play theme: </b>double finesses
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}

[BCFlags "5f"]

[Auction "N"]

1NT Pass 2C Pass

2D Pass 2NT AP

[Play "E"]

CQ



[Event "<b>Stayman</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:976.T984.AT94.AK A852.K32.63.JT63 K43.AJ65.KQJ.752 QJT.Q7.8752.Q984"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{With invitational values (11 or 12 points) and a four-card major, East uses

Stayman. West bids 2\H, and raises to game after East invites.



On the \SQ lead, declarer has two spade losers, so must only lose one heart.

This can be achieved by crossing to dummy and taking the double finesse in

trumps, hoping the South has at least one of the heart honours.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

Pass Pass 1NT Pass

2C Pass 2H Pass

3H Pass 4H AP

[Play "N"]

SQ



[Event "<b>Stayman</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:J762.KQ93.T32.AK K4.87654.KQJ.J87 AT98.AJ2.A954.53 Q53.T.876.QT9642"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{With both four-card majors, South shows the heart suit, which promises four

cards in that suit but does not deny four spades. North has the values for game

and can bid 3NT. South trusts that partner bid Stayman on a four-card major,

and since hearts were not supported, it must be spades.



West leads the \CK. South must avoid losing two spades by taking the double

finesse in trumps.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

1NT Pass 2C Pass

2H Pass 3NT Pass

4S AP

[Play "W"]

DK



[Event "<b>Stayman</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:J9.AKJ2.6532.765 Q543.65.KT8.AQT2 AT82.Q73.AJ4.J43 K76.T984.Q97.K98"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "1NT"]

[Result ""]

{With only nine points, West should not use Stayman, as with only one four-card

major, West would need at least 11 points. There are some weak hands on which

Stayman can be bid but they are not covered in this set of hands.



On the lead of the \H10, West should win in dummy and play the \SJ. As North

has at least one spade honour, declarer will make two spades, four hearts and a

diamond.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

Pass Pass 1NT Pass

Pass Pass

[Play "S"]

HT



[Event "<b>Stayman</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:AQJ3.AQ3.43.J952 86.JT7.QJT2.KQ63 KT97.K98.K7.AT84 542.6542.A9865.7"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{With at least 11 points and a four-card major, South uses Stayman. North bids

2\S, showing four of the suit but denying four hearts. South can bid game.



The first two diamond tricks are lost. After drawing trumps, declarer takes the

double club finesse to avoid losing two tricks in the suit. It is making asa

long as one club honour is right. This time, both the honours are sitting under

the ace.
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}

[BCFlags "5f"]

[Auction "N"]

1NT Pass 2C Pass

2S Pass 4S AP

[Play "E"]

DQ



[Event "<b>Stayman</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:AKQ5.J985.K63.J7 9632.KQ4.T87.AK2 JT7.AT32.AQ2.T95 84.76.J954.Q8643"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{With at least 11 points and a four-card major, West uses Stayman. East bids

2\H to show a four-card suit. This does not deny four spades. West invites game

and East accepts.



Declarer loses two clubs, and must take the double trump finesse to avoid

losing two hearts.
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}

[BCFlags "5f"]

[Auction "E"]

1NT Pass 2C Pass

2H Pass 3H Pass

4H AP

[Play "S"]

CA

�

