Overcalls with Long Suits
Board 1 & AK
NorthDeals ¥ AQJ762
None Vul ¢ 54

& Q96
e 5432 N # QJ10986
v K8 W £ v 3
¢ AJ102 s ¢+ Q63
& AKA4 & J75
16 47
5 6 v 10954
3 ¢ K987
& 10832
West North East South
lv 24 Pass
44 All pass
4 & by East
Lead: v 10

South makes a jump overcall at the two-
level showing 5-9 points and at least two
honours in the suit. With four-card
support, North should bid 4 .

On the lead of the v 10, declarer will ruff
the second round for the suit and draw
trumps. The only way to attempt make
the contract is for declarer to discard a
club on the diamonds. So long as South
covers the ¢ Q with the ¢ K, cover an
honour with an honour, the contact
cannot be made.

The play theme for these hands:
covering an honour with an honour.
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Overcalls with Long Suits

Board 2 o AK74
EastDeals v J64
N-S Vul ¢ A932
& KJ
4 Q986 N 53
v53 W £ vy A2
¢ 10875 s ¢ KJ4
& 1095 *AQ7642
" & J102
S vy KQ10987
8 ¢+ Q6
& 83
West North East South
1% 29
Pass 4v All pass
4 v by South
Lead: # 10

South makes a jump overcall in hearts
which North raises to game.

West leads the # 10, and the defence
take two clubs with the top trump to
follow. South's best chance to attempt
to make the contract is to draw trumps
and take the spade finesse, hoping to
discard a diamond on the third.
Provided West covers an honour with
an honour, declarer will not be able to
set up the fourth round of the suit.
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Overcalls with Long Suits

Board 3 4 Q1098
South Deals v643
E-W vul ¢ K8653
EIN|
& 43 N o J7652
vy KQJ10987 w el YT
¢+ QJ9 s ¢ A10
&9 & K108432
. & AK
o 8 vy A52
17 ¢ 742
*#AQ765
West North East South
1
3v All pass
3 v by West
Lead: # J

West has a good seven-card sulit,
enough to bid 3 v. East has a void in
hearts, but it is right to pass.

North leads the # J. The defence take a
club, two spades and a trump. Itis
important the North does not cover the
¢ Q otherwise the whole suit will be
given away.
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Overcalls with Long Suits

Board 4 4« KQJ862
West Deals v J
Both Vul ¢ 843
& 0QJ4
o A43 N 75
v A10 W E vy K97643
¢ AKJ95 S ¢ 102
& 932 & K105
0 & 109
6 6 vy Q852
8 ¢+ Q76
& A876
West North East South
1e 24 Pass Pass
Pass
2 4 by North
Lead: ¢ 10

West opens 1 ¢ . North bids 2 4 which
ends the auction.

The defence take the first three
diamond tricks and have a trump and
heart to follow. Provided East covers a
club honour with an honour, there will
be another trick for the defence to break
the contract.
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Overcalls with Long Suits
Board 5 «Q
North Deals ¥ KJ109

N-S Vul ¢ Q6532
& A109
4 92 N 4 KJ10843
v7632 W E v 854
¢ KJ10 S ¢ A7
& K743 & 65
" o A765
7 8 vAQ
13 ¢ 984
& 0QJ82
West North East South
1¢ 24 3NT
Pass Pass Pass
3 NT by South
Lead: # 9

Over East's jump overcall, South has
enough points for game and a spade
stop, and so bids 3 NT.

Declarer should duck the opening lead
once, and win the spade continuation.
The & Q is now played. East must
refuse to cover the honours each time
they are played. East has more clubs
than dummy, and the king will therefore
become a master if declarer persists
with the suit. East should only cover an
honour with an honour if it possible to
promote e.g. # 9 or # 10 in that suit in
their hands or partner's hand.
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Overcalls with Long Suits
Board 6 4 8

EastDeals ¥ 9764
E-W vul ¢+ QJ9
& A10862
& 64 N & AK
vJ85 W E vy AK1032
¢ 10874 S ¢ K62
#KQJ4 & 753
4 QJ1097532
7
7 17 vQ
9 ¢ A53
&9
West North East South
lv 44
Pass Pass Pass
4 & by South
Lead: # K

West leads the # K. Declarer should
immediately take the diamond finesse.

East must not cover the first honour
played, otherwise declarer will be able
to finesse for the ¢ 10. However, East
must cover the second honour.
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[Event "<b>Overcalls with Long Suits</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:AK.AQJ762.54.Q96 QJT986.3.Q63.J75 7.T954.K987.T832 5432.K8.AJT2.AK4"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



South makes a jump overcall at the two-level showing 5-9 points and at least

two honours in the suit. With four-card support, North should bid 4\S.



On the lead of the \H10, declarer will ruff the second round for the suit and

draw trumps. The only way to attempt make the contract is for declarer to

discard a club on the diamonds. So long as South covers the \DQ with the \DK,

cover an honour with an honour, the contact cannot be made.



<b>The play theme for these hands</b>: covering an honour with an honour.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1H 2S Pass 4S

AP

[Play "S"]

H10



[Event "<b>Overcalls with Long Suits</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:53.A2.KJ4.AQ7642 JT2.KQT987.Q6.83 Q986.53.T875.T95 AK74.J64.A932.KJ"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{



South makes a jump overcall in hearts which North raises to game.



West leads the \C10, and the defence take two clubs with the top trump to

follow. South's best chance to attempt to make the contract is to draw trumps

and take the spade finesse, hoping to discard a diamond on the third. Provided

West covers an honour with an honour, declarer will not be able to set up the

fourth round of the suit. 
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}

[BCFlags "df"]

[Auction "E"]

1C 2H Pass 4H

AP

[Play "W"]

C10



[Event "<b>Overcalls with Long Suits</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:AK.A52.742.AQ765 43.KQJT987.QJ9.9 QT98.643.K8653.J J7652..AT.KT8432"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "3H"]

[Result ""]

{





West has a good seven-card suit, enough to bid 3\H. East has a void in hearts,

but it is right to pass.



North leads the \CJ. The defence take a club, two spades and a trump. It is

important the North does not cover the \DQ otherwise the whole suit will be

given away.
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}

[BCFlags "400001f"]

[Auction "S"]

1C 3H AP

[Play "N"]

CJ



[Event "<b>Overcalls with Long Suits</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:A43.AT.AKJ95.932 KQJ862.J.843.QJ4 75.K97643.T2.KT5 T9.Q852.Q76.A876"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "2S"]

[Result ""]

{



West opens 1\D. North bids 2\S which ends the auction.



The defence take the first three diamond tricks and have a trump and heart to

follow. Provided East covers a club honour with an honour, there will be

another trick for the defence to break the contract.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

1D 2S Pass Pass

Pass

[Play "E"]

DT



[Event "<b>Overcalls with Long Suits</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:Q.KJT9.Q6532.AT9 KJT843.854.A7.65 A765.AQ.984.QJ82 92.7632.KJT.K743"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{



Over East's jump overcall, South has enough points for game and a spade stop,

and so bids 3NT.



Declarer should duck the opening lead once, and win the spade continuation. The

\CQ is now played. East must refuse to cover the honours each time they are

played. East has more clubs than dummy, and the king will therefore become a

master if declarer persists with the suit. East should only cover an honour

with an honour if it possible to promote e.g. \C9 or \C10 in that suit in their

hands or partner's hand.



Copyright. 2026 English Bridge Education and Development. All rights reserved

}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1D 2S 3NT Pass

Pass Pass

[Play "W"]

S9



[Event "<b>Overcalls with Long Suits</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:AK.AKT32.K62.753 QJT97532.Q.A53.9 64.J85.T874.KQJ4 8.9764.QJ9.AT862"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



West leads the \CK. Declarer should immediately take the diamond finesse. 



East must not cover the first honour played, otherwise declarer will be able to

finesse for the \D10. However, East must cover the second honour.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1H 4S Pass Pass

Pass

[Play "W"]

CK

�

