Takeout Doubles

Board 1 &« J76
NorthDeals ¥ AK764
No-oneVul ¢ J94

& AQ
& 109432 N 4« AKQ5
v QJ10 W E v 32
¢ A87 S ¢ KQ5
& K9 &J743
15 +8
vy 985
¥ 410632
& 108652
West North East South
lv Dbl Pass
3e Pass 44 All pass
4 & by West
Lead: v A

East should make a takeout double, as
a spade overcall would promise a five-
card suit. This shows at least three
cards in the other suits, a four-card
major and shortage in hearts. West can
bid 3 4 showing 10-12 points and a five
card suit. With 15 points and a
doubleton, East has enough to bid
game.

North leads the ¥ Aand v K. Itis
important that North does not next play
the & A as there is no threatening long
suit in dummy for declarer to discard
losers. If North defends passively by
switching to a diamond or a trump at
trick three, the defence will come to two
club tricks, defeating the contract.

The play theme for these hands:
Deciding between an active or passive
defence
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Takeout Doubles

Board 2 o AJ8B875
EastDeals v J63
N-S Vul ¢ 84
& J65
s 93 N & K6
vQ752 W E v AK84
¢ 1065 S ¢ 9732
& K1084 * AQ3
, 4 Q1042
5 16 v 109
12 ¢ AKQJ
&972
West North East South
lv Dbl
2v 24 All pass
2 & by North
Lead: v A

Over East's 1 ¥ opening, South can
make a takeout double showing opening
values, heart shortage, four cards in the
other major, and at least three cards in
the other suits. West raises to 2 v, over
which North bids 2 ¢, which ends the
auction. Note, North is not forced to bid
and with less than six points would
pass.

East cashes the ¥ A, and on receiving
partner's encouraging signal of the v 7,
continues to cash the v K. East knows
the 3rd round of hearts will be ruffed
and the strong diamonds in dummy look
threatening; hence a switch to clubs at
trick 3 is critical, else declarer can
discard club losers. The contract goes
down with an active defence.
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Takeout Doubles

Takeout Doubles

Board 3 & 105
SouthDeals v KJ932
E-W Vul ¢ 1063
& 987
4 KQ62 N o AJ743
v 1084 W E v765
¢ AKQJ2 S ¢ 85
& 10 *#QJ6
. 4 98
vAQ
B2 e974
& AK5432
West North East South
1s
Dbl Pass 24 Pass
44 All pass
4 & by East
Lead: # A

Holding 4-3 in the majors, West should
make a take-out double rather than
overcall 1 ¢ . With a five card spade suit
and a doubleton, East should jump to

2 & showing about 9-12 points, or eight
with a five card suit. West, with a
singleton and good diamonds should
bid game.

After leading the # A, South sees the
threatening diamond suit, and should
switch to the ¥ A. North plays the v 9,
an encouraging signal, and when South
continues with the v Q, North should
overtake this and continue with a third
round of hearts. This active defence
beats the contract.
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Board 4 4 1043
WestDeals ¥ AK109
Both Vul ¢ 3
& AKQ102
& AQJ N o K962
vJ8 W E vQ32
¢ AKJ9?2 S ¢ 1054
&J73 985
" 4875
17 s v7654
’ ¢+ Q876
& 64
West North East South
le¢ Dbl Pass lv
24 3y All pass
3 ¥ by South
Lead: ¢ A

West opens 1 ¢ . North should make a
takeout double rather than overcall 2 #.
South must bid 1 v, even with only two
points. North invites with 3 ¥, and
South with a minimum hand declines.

After cashing the ¢ A, West spots the
threat of the strong club suit and
switches to the # A to prevent the
declarer from discarding losers. East
playing the ¢ 9 sends an encouraging
signal and continues in the suit. The
defenders can further make one trump
trick to defeat the contract by one trick.

Copyright. 2026 English Bridge
Education and Development. All rights
reserved



Takeout Doubles

Board 5 & K97
North Deals ¥ 763
N-S Vul ¢ KQJ109
& 103
4154 N s AQ2
v K942 W E vJ5
¢ 2 s ¢ A86543
& 98654 & KJ
o 4 10863
4 15 v AQ108
12 ¢ 7
& AQ72
West North East South
Pass 1le Dbl
All pass
1+ x by East
Lead: ¢ 7

East opens their longest suit and South
makes a takeout double. With such
good diamonds, North makes the rare
call of passing a takeout double at the
one level, converting it to penalties.

South leads their singleton trump and
the defenders can make 8 tricks ( four
trumps, two clubs, one heart and one
spade). With effective defence, the
contract will fall two tricks short.
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Takeout Doubles

Board 6 o A83
EastDeals v KQ6
E-W Vul ¢ K863
Q63
s ] N 4 97472
v 98542 w e Y 10
¢ Q92 S ¢ AJ10
& 10842 & AK975
« KQ1065
3Mu vyAJ73
1 ¢ 754
EIN|
West North East South
1e le
2% 34 Pass 4 4
All pass
4 & by South
Lead: # 8

Holding a five-card major (and only 11
points), South should prefer a suit
overcall to a take-out double. West has
four card support and can add three
points for the singleton to stretch to a

2 % bid. North, aware of the eight-card
fit, jumps to three spades to show a
good raise and South raises this to
game.

West leads the # 8 (second highest
from a suit without an honour), and the
# J drops under East's # K. East should
defend passively, as dummy lacks a
threatening long suit. At trick two, East
should switch to a heart or a trump, and
wait to take three diamond tricks.
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[Event "<b>Takeout Doubles</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:J76.AK764.J94.AQ AKQ5.32.KQ5.J743 8.985.T632.T8652 T9432.QJT.A87.K9"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



East should make a takeout double, as a spade overcall would promise a

five-card suit. This shows at least three cards in the other suits, a four-card

major and shortage in hearts. West can bid 3\S showing 10-12 points and a five

card suit. With 15 points and a doubleton, East has enough to bid game.



North leads the \HA and \HK. It is important that North does not next play the

\CA as there is no threatening long suit in dummy for declarer to discard

losers. If North defends passively by switching to a diamond or a trump at

trick three, the defence will come to two club tricks, defeating the contract.



<b>The play theme for these hands</b>: Deciding between an active or passive

defence
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}

[BCFlags "ff"]

[Auction "N"]

1H X Pass 3S

Pass 4S AP

[Play "N"]

HA



[Event "<b>Takeout Doubles</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:K6.AK84.9732.AQ3 QT42.T9.AKQJ.972 93.Q752.T65.KT84 AJ875.J63.84.J65"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "2S"]

[Result ""]

{



Over East's 1\H opening, South can make a takeout double showing opening

values, heart shortage, four cards in the other major, and at least three cards

in the other suits. West raises to 2\H, over which North bids 2\S, which ends

the auction. Note, North is not forced to bid and with less than six points

would pass.



East cashes the \HA, and on receiving partner's encouraging signal of the \H7,

continues to cash the \HK. East knows the 3rd round of hearts will be ruffed

and the strong diamonds in dummy look threatening; hence a switch to clubs at

trick 3 is critical, else declarer can discard club losers. The contract goes

down with an active defence.
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}

[BCFlags "ff"]

[Auction "E"]

1H X 2H 2S

AP

[Play "E"]

HA



[Event "<b>Takeout Doubles</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:98.AQ.974.AK5432 KQ62.T84.AKQJ2.T T5.KJ932.T63.987 AJ743.765.85.QJ6"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



Holding 4-3 in the majors, West should make a take-out double rather than

overcall 1\D. With a five card spade suit and a doubleton, East should jump to

2\S showing about 9-12 points, or eight with a five card suit. West, with a

singleton and good diamonds should   bid game. 



After leading the \CA, South sees the threatening diamond suit, and should

switch to the \HA. North plays the \H9, an encouraging signal, and when South

continues with the \HQ, North should overtake this and continue with a third

round of hearts. This active defence beats the contract.
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}

[BCFlags "bf"]

[Auction "S"]

1C X Pass 2S

Pass 4S AP

[Play "S"]

CA



[Event "<b>Takeout Doubles</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:AQJ.J8.AKJ92.J73 T43.AKT9.3.AKQT2 K962.Q32.T54.985 875.7654.Q876.64"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "3H"]

[Result ""]

{





West opens 1\D. North should make a takeout double rather than overcall 2\C.

South must bid 1\H, even with only two points. North invites with 3\H,  and

South with a minimum hand declines. 



After cashing the \DA, West spots the threat of the strong club suit and

switches to the \SA to prevent the declarer from discarding losers. East

playing the \S9  sends an encouraging signal and continues in the suit. The

defenders can further make one trump trick to defeat the contract by one trick.
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}

[BCFlags "bf"]

[Auction "W"]

1D X Pass 1H

2D 3H AP

[Play "W"]

DA



[Event "<b>Takeout Doubles</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:K97.763.KQJT9.T3 AQ2.J5.A86543.KJ T863.AQT8.7.AQ72 J54.K942.2.98654"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "1DX"]

[Result ""]

{





East opens their longest suit and South makes a takeout double. With such good

diamonds, North makes the rare call of passing a takeout double at the one

level, converting it to penalties. 



South leads their singleton trump and the defenders can make 8 tricks ( four

trumps, two clubs, one heart and one spade). With effective defence, the

contract will fall two tricks short.
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}

[BCFlags "ff"]

[Auction "N"]

Pass 1D X AP

[Play "S"]

D7



[Event "<b>Takeout Doubles</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:9742.T.AJT.AK975 KQT65.AJ73.754.J J.98542.Q92.T842 A83.KQ6.K863.Q63"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



Holding a five-card major (and only 11 points), South should prefer a suit

overcall to a take-out double. West has four card support and can add three

points for the singleton to stretch to a 2\C bid. North, aware of the

eight-card fit, jumps to three spades to show a good raise and South raises

this to game.



West leads the \C8 (second highest from a suit without an honour), and the \CJ

drops under East's \CK. East should defend passively, as dummy lacks a

threatening long suit. At trick two, East should switch to a heart or a trump,

and wait to take three diamond tricks.
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}

[BCFlags "ff"]

[Auction "E"]

1C 1S 2C 3S

Pass 4S AP

[Play "W"]

C8

�

