Suit overcalls and responses
Board 1 4 8643
North Deals ¥ 1063
No-oneVul ¢ Q763

& A9
o A109 N 4 KQ2
vy 82 W £ vy A74
¢ K9854 s ¢ A2
& K65 #0QJ743
. o J75
vyKQJ95
10816 ¢ J10
& 1082
West North East South
Pass 1s lv
2¢ 29 2NT Pass
3NT All pass
3 NT by East
Lead: v K

Holding a good five-card suit, South
may overcall with as few as eight points
(the minimum). With three card support,
North can raise to 2 ¥ over the 2 ¢
response. East's 2 NT show 15-16
points and West can bid game.

East must hold up the Av twice, to
disrupt the defenders' communication
and hope that North has the # A.

Play theme: Holding up in No Trumps
Copyright. 2026 English Bridge

Education and Development. All rights
reserved

Suit overcalls and responses
Board 2 Q10

EastDeals ¥ A9532
N-S Vul ¢ A972
& A8
& 432 N 4765
v KQ W E v 108764
¢+ 863 s ¢ K54
#KQJ104 97
& AKJ98
11143 v
12 ¢ QJ10
& 6532
West North East South
Pass 1e
2% 29 Pass 24
Pass 3NT All pass
3 NT by North
Lead: # 9

West's overcall of 2 #s shows at least
10 points and a very good suit, with at
least five cards and often six.

East leads the # 9, and declarer must
hold up the ace for one round. If the
opponent's overcall was made on a six-
card sulit, it is safe for declarer to finesse
in diamonds. The finesse fails, but with
East out of clubs, the contract is
unbeatable.

Copyright. 2026 English Bridge
Education and Development. All rights
reserved



Suit overcalls and responses
Board 3 4 109
SouthDeals ¥ KQJ104

E-W vul ¢ Q432
& A9
& K6 N &« AQJ43
v A632 W E v 85
¢+ J109 S ¢ AK86
& K1085 Q7
" 4 8752
vy97
11116 .75
&J6432
West North East South
Pass
Pass lv 1e Pass
INT Pass 3NT All pass
3 NT by West
Lead: v K

West's 1 NT response to an overcall
shows about 9-11 points. East has
enough to bid game 3 NT.

Declarer should hold up the ace on the
opening lead. Declarer can count eight
top tricks. Based on the bidding, a club
lead might look like a good way to
secure the ninth trick, but North is nearly
certain to hold the Ace. Declarer should
look for the diamond finesse for the
ninth and tenth tricks.
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Suit Overcalls and Responses

Board 4 4 1032
NorthDeals ¥ KQJ6
Both Vul ¢ AK4
& KQJ
& 54 N « KQJ9s8
v9875 W E v 104
¢ 10953 s ¢ QJ2
& A73 #1095
10 & A76
49 v A32
8 ¢+ 876
& 8642
West North East South
1l 1e INT
Pass 3NT All pass
3 NT by South
Lead: ¢ 5

South's 1 NT response shows a spade
stop and 6-9 points. North has enough
points to bid game.

West leads 5 # and declarer should
hold up playing the ace for one round.
They should then switch to a clubs,
hoping that West will have the & A. By
holding up, West will not have a spade
to play back to East and the contract
should make.
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Suit overcalls and responses
Board 5 4 82
North Deals ¥ A9632

N-S Vul ¢ 108
&J762
o A54 N 4 J76
v QJio W E v K8
¢ K32 S ¢ AQJ964
& A1043 09
. 4« KQ1093
v 754
14813 o 75
& K85
West North East South
Pass 1le 1e
2% Pass 2¢ Pass
3NT All pass
3 NT by West
Lead: « 8

South's overcall shows 8+points, a good
suit with at least five cards.

North lead the # 8, without the overcall,
North wouldn't know to lead a spade.
Declarer can make the contract by
holding-up ace on first round and
hoping that North has the v A.
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Suit overcalls and responses

Board 6 4 AQJ543
EastDeals ¥ 9
E-W vul ¢ J104
& A84
4 82 N & K9
vJ8652 W E v 104
¢+ Q8765 S ¢ A32
& 10 & KQJ972
" 1076
3 13 vy AKQ73
12 ¢ K9
& 653
West North East South
ls lv
Pass 1e Pass 24
Pass 44 All pass
4 & by North
Lead: & K

North's 1 & is a non-forcing change of
suit overcall. South should raise to two,
leaving North to bid the game based on
the strength of their suit.

East lead K ( top of a sequence) and
declarer should win the trick and play
hearts to throwing away club losers. The
# K is likely to be with East based upon
the bidding, so do not taking the trump
finesse. If East ruff the third round of
hearts, the # K will fall under the ace.

Copyright. 2026 English Bridge
Education and Development. All rights
reserved
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[Event "<b>Suit overcalls and responses</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:8643.T63.Q763.A9 KQ2.A74.A2.QJ743 J75.KQJ95.JT.T82 AT9.82.K9854.K65"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{



Holding a good five-card suit, South may overcall with as few as eight points

(the minimum). With three card support, North can raise to 2\H over the 2\D

response. East's 2NT show 15-16 points and West can bid game.



East must hold up the A\H twice, to disrupt the defenders' communication and

hope that North has the \CA.



<b>Play theme: </b>Holding up in No Trumps



Copyright. 2026 English Bridge Education and Development. All rights reserved

}

[BCFlags "df"]

[Auction "N"]

Pass 1C 1H 2D

2H 2NT Pass 3NT

AP

[Play "S"]

HK



[Event "<b>Suit overcalls and responses</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:765.T8764.K54.97 AKJ98.J.QJT.6532 432.KQ.863.KQJT4 QT.A9532.A972.A8"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{





West's overcall of 2\Cs shows at least 10 points and a very good suit, with at

least five cards and often six.



East leads the \C9, and declarer must hold up the ace for one round. If the

opponent's overcall was made on a six-card suit, it is safe for declarer to

finesse in diamonds. The finesse fails, but with East out of clubs, the

contract is unbeatable.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

Pass 1S 2C 2H

Pass 2S Pass 3NT

AP

[Play "E"]

C9



[Event "<b>Suit overcalls and responses</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:8752.97.75.J6432 K6.A632.JT9.KT85 T9.KQJT4.Q432.A9 AQJ43.85.AK86.Q7"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{



West's 1NT response to an overcall shows about 9-11 points. East has enough to

bid game 3NT.



Declarer should hold up the ace on the opening lead. Declarer can count eight

top tricks. Based on the bidding, a club lead might look like a good way to

secure the ninth trick, but North is nearly certain to hold the Ace. Declarer

should look for the diamond finesse for the ninth and tenth tricks.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

Pass Pass 1H 1S

Pass 1NT Pass 3NT

AP

[Play "N"]

HK



[Event "<b>Suit Overcalls and Responses</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "N:T32.KQJ6.AK4.KQJ KQJ98.T4.QJ2.T95 A76.A32.876.8642 54.9875.T953.A73"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{



South's 1NT response shows a spade stop and 6-9 points. North has enough points

to bid game.



West leads 5\S and declarer should hold up playing the ace for one round. They

should then switch to a  clubs, hoping that West will have the \CA. By holding

up, West will not have a spade to play back to East and the contract should

make.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1H 1S 1NT Pass

3NT AP

[Play "W"]

S5



[Event "<b>Suit overcalls and responses</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:82.A9632.T8.J762 J76.K8.AQJ964.Q9 KQT93.754.75.K85 A54.QJT.K32.AT43"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{



South's overcall shows 8+points, a good suit with at least five cards.



North lead the \S8, without the overcall, North wouldn't know to lead a spade.

Declarer can make the contract by holding-up ace on first round and  hoping

that North has the \HA.
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

Pass 1D 1S 2C

Pass 2D Pass 3NT

AP

[Play "N"]

S8



[Event "<b>Suit overcalls and responses</b>"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:K9.T4.A32.KQJ972 T76.AKQ73.K9.653 82.J8652.Q8765.T AQJ543.9.JT4.A84"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



North's 1\S  is a non-forcing change of suit overcall. South should raise to

two, leaving North to bid the game based on the strength of their suit.



East lead K\C( top of a sequence) and declarer should win the trick and play 

hearts to throwing away club losers. The \SK is likely to be with East based

upon the bidding, so do not taking the trump finesse. If East ruff the third

round of hearts, the \SK will fall under the ace. 
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}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1C 1H Pass 1S

Pass 2S Pass 4S

AP

[Play "E"]

CK

�

